
NEXT MEETING: 

WEDNESDAY APRIL 15, 2015  

Dinner: 6:30pm  *  Guest Speaker: 7:00 PM 

VILLAGE INN, At Bridgeport Village  *  17070 
SW 72ND AVENUE, Tualatin, OR 97062  
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MINUTES OF THE MT. HOOD DOBERMAN PINSCHER CLUB 

Wednesday, March 18, 2014  -  Village Inn, Tualatin, OR 

Members Present: Karen Langlois, Linda Zaeske, Nancy Thorson, Donna Kemp, Joan Johnson, Dawn Danner, Paula Ratoza, 
Ann Strader,  and Gail Veterino. 
 
Meeting called to order by President Dawn Danner at 7:14pm.  Minutes of the last meeting were approved as published. The motion 
was made by Karen Langlois and seconded by Joan Johnson and passed by unanimous vote. 
 
President’s Report: Dawn discussed the success of our last meeting, the first of our educational series.  We had a great presen-
tation and great attendance by members.  Dr. Mandi Blackwelder, DVM, CCRP is inviting our members to visit the open house at her 
new facility.  She is now practicing full time in the Portland area. Our next presentation will be during the April 2015 meet ing with 
guest speaker Dr. Cheryl Lopate, of Reproductive Revolutions. 
Secretary’s Report: All AKC event approval forms are coming via email on schedule. 
Treasurer’s Report: Ellen Hanley was unable to attend meeting but emailed a written summary of the activities in the treasury.  
Committee Reports: 

Agility: No report – ( Ken was not present) 
Health: Dawn reported that our next health day with Dr. Wood will be in June. The exact date and other particulars are 

still pending. 
Conformation – Nancy Thorson reported that the planning for Stumptown was on schedule.  

 Breed judge will be Mimi Brown, Chris Cornell for Obedience and Rally, Cheryl Anderson for Juniors, and Karen Hynek for 
Sweeps. 

We will have a later start time – late morning or early afternoon for both conformation and obedience.  Committees; 
Gail Veterino – Asst. show chair and trophies 
Ellen Hanley – Chief ring steward 
Joan Johnson – catalog sales 
Karen Langlois – Hospitality 
Deb Hoffner - 50-50 Auction  

 Nancy also led a discussion about the awards that we might give along with ribbons.  Members had lots of good ideas and 
liked what Nancy was planning to use. 

Hospitality was also discussed. The members present felt that they would rather continue providing the lunch and lose some 
money on the show than discontinue it. It is a great social time and community building event. 

Obedience –Paula reported the obedience trial associated with the July show (Stumptown) is proceeding smoothly.  The judge will 
be Chris Cornell. 
Unfinished Business: As part of our educational series, that following meetings are planned, the or-
ganizer for that topic is in parenthesis 
April – Canine Reproduction (Dawn Danner) 
June – Nose Work (Paula Ratoza) –location still pending- can be indoors, but a restaurant might not care 
for it ;-) 
July – Barn Hunt (Laura Taylor) – possibly at a park along with our annual potluck! 
New Business: 
MHDPC lending library; Paula asked about the clubs library. Members present discussed publish-
ing an inventory of the items already in the library and looking for new purchases or donations to make it a 
more useful club asset.  Dawn will contact the keeper of the library and get started from there. 
April Meeting: Dr. Lopate provided Dawn with a list of potential reproductive topics to choose from 
for our next meeting.  Members present discussed their preferences and looked for topics of interest to 
owners of both male and female dogs.  
Yearly Awards: MHDPC recognizes the achievement of its members once a year.  If your dog has 
earned new title between January 2014 and December 2014; please fill out the form at the end of the 
newsletter and mail it to:  Donna Kemp, 1197 Glazemeadow Street NE, Keizer, OR 97303-7814 

 
DEADLINE : APRIL 30.2015.  Awards will be given out at the May meeting. 
 
Next Meeting:  The next meeting will be Wednesday, April 15, 2015, at the Village Inn at Bridge-
port. The guest speaker will be Dr. Cheryl Lopate  DVM DACT. 
It was moved by Linda Zaeske and seconded by Paula Ratoza that the meeting adjourns. Approved. The 

meeting was adjourned at 8:40pm.  Our next meeting will be April 15, 2015, at the Village Inn, Bridgeport. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Donna Kemp 

 

Any views or opinions 
conveyed in this 
newsletter are not 
necessarily those of 
the Board or Officers 
of MHDPC nor its 
members or Editor. 

MHDPC and its mem-
bers are not responsi-
ble for claims made, 
and make no endorse-
ments, warranties or 
guarantees regarding 
animals or products 
advertised in this 
Newsletter. 

This month’s cover boy is “Alfred”, GCH Sherluck North by Northwest v Olympic Cove.  Alfred went BOB the two days he 
was shown at Rose City in January, and also went Group 4!  Alfred is owned by Kathryn  Rasmussen (who has recently be-
gun agility training so we hope to see her in the agility ring in the future!) 
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GUEST SPEAKERS AT CLUB MEETINGS 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendars for our April club meeting as we are pleased to be bringing in reproductive specialist: 

 

Dr. Cheryl Lopate, MS, DVM 

Diplomate, American College of Theriogenologists 

(Board Certified in Reproduction) 

 

The topic for discussion will be Normal Estrous Cycle and Breeding Management 

 

Bring all your reproductive questions to the meeting!! 

 

The agenda for the April meeting is as follows:  Dinner  -  6:30pm; Dr. Lopate  -  7:00pm; Brief club meeting to follow Dr. Lopate’s 
presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATCH FOR MORE INFORMATION ON UPCOMING GUEST SPEAKERS AND DEMOS OF 

 

NOSEWORK AND BARNHUNT !! 

 

APRIL 15, 2014 



P a g e  4  

Mount Hood Doberman Pinscher Club 
2014 Awards  

Yearly Awards: MHDPC recognizes the achievement of its members once a year.  If a dog you own or bred has earned new 
titles between January 2014 and December 2014, and you would like to be recognized, please fill out this form and mail it to: 

 

Donna Kemp 

1197 Glazemeadow St. NE 

Keizer, Oregon 97303-7814 

 

DEADLINE : APRIL 30. 2015.  Awards will be given out at the May meeting. 

 

Dog’s Owner(s) if MHDPC member ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dog’s Breeder (s) if MHDPC member:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dog’s Registered Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dog’s Call Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title(s) earned ( 1.01.2014 – 12.31.2014)   

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please use a separate form for each dog! Thanks! 
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MHDPC LIBRARY 

 

Once upon a time, back in the days of VHS tapes, MHDPC had a library for members use. Our library had become quite dated and went by the 
wayside. 

 

Paula Ratoza has volunteered to bring back our library!!  We need to start from scratch (who even has a VHS player anymore?!)   So if you have 
any books or dvd’s (training, Doberman, or dog related) that are gathering dust and you would like to donate them to the MHDPC library, either 
bring them to a club meeting or contact Paula to make arrangements for her to get them to add to our library. 

 

Or, if you prefer, you can make a cash donation to MHDPC that can be used to stock our library with the latest training or Doberman related book 
or dvd!! 

 

Stay tuned … more information will follow as Paula gets the program back up and running.  A list of all items available for member use also will be 
published in each newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a Regional Barn Hunt event taking place in St Helens April 9-13.  This is a great way to get started in the sport, make new friends & 
find out why this is the fastest growing sport in the country.  The regional includes workshops & classes from the founder of the sport & other local 

experts, fun tests & games, 6 trials and a great opportunity to watch the best of the best in the country get their rat on! 

The event is being hosted by five PNW clubs, NW Barn Dogs, Valley Dog Sport, Barn Hunt Academy, beaver Creek Rat Runners and RiverRAT 

Barn Hunt - each club is hosting a ring & will have their own "flair" and atmosphere - find out about BH activities throughout the NW.  

You can learn more about this event at www.www.riverratbarnhunt.com/upcoming-events.html  or the sport of barnhunt at www.barnhunt.com. 

BARN HUNT 
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  RISING STARS 
CONFORMATION 

 

                                   DOG’S NAME 
POINTS / MAJORS     OWNER(S) NAME                                   SIRE / DAM 
  
  
  4  /   0                              Sunset NW Epic Adventure (“EPIC”)             GCH Sherlucks North by Northwest V Olympic Cove x  

                                           Dawn Danner         CH Sunset Gotta B DeJavu    

 

  8  /   0                              Black’s Chantilly Lace  V Rogue River           Int Ehrens & CH Rogue River Lightning Strikes ROM CD RAE  

    Susan & Scott Lyter, Susan Black       CGC TT RM REX RAX RNX    x  Black’s Myzzzzztic  

          Topazzzz RN CGC, ASCA RA 

 

   6  /   1                              Sunset NW Passage V Sherlyck  (“ASPEN”)   GCH Sherlucks North by Northwest V Olympic Cove x  

                                            Kathryn & Will Rasmussen, Dawn Danner,       CH Sunset Gotta B DeJavu    

                                            Faye Strauss 

                                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OBEDIENCE 

 

                          DOG’S NAME 
LEGS / TITLE    OWNER(S) NAME                                   SIRE / DAM 
  
  1           PN             Int Ehrens & Am Ch Rogue River Lightning Strikes                         GCH Bruda The Artist Is Courbet 
                                 ROM CD RAE BN CGC, TT, ASCA RM REX RAX RNX                Rogue River Just Push Play CD RE BN 
                                 Scott & Susan Lyter                                                                                 ASCA CD RA 
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SHOW DOG FERTILITY 

by TheDogPlace.org Staff and Breeders 
 

The first canine fertility study reveals reasons for increased mating problems, flakey seasons, litter rejection or small 
litter size in purebred dogs. 
 
Dog breeders report increasing breeding problems in show-bred purebreds. New breeders or those who are involved 
in a new breed may be told that fertility problems are common "in that line." Readers say asking others in the breed 
is futile because no one discusses conception rates or litter rejection unless it is someone else's bloodline. 
 
Breeders also report frustration with veterinarians who aren't interested in canine reproduction or who just go 
through the motions of treating the dog before referring them to a reproductive specialist.  Unfortunately, the com-
plaint is often that the specialty practice was also “non-productive" but very expensive. 
 
Sally F. in Des Moines took her Doberman bitch out of state before finding a vet who discovered a vaginal stricture 
and incised it, thus allowing normal copulation.  Rita B. tried to get her new male to breed her proven German Shep-
herd bitch.  She finally found a breeder in Tampa who on the next season, observed that the young male was subser-
vient to her older, dominant bitch.  Rita arranged a different mating for the young dog and hopes a successful experi-
ence will enable him to breed the dominant bitch next time. 
 
If you are an experienced dog breeder or scientist, we welcome your feedback or data for this report. 
 
What Causes Flakey Seasons or Infertility? 
Breeders who maintain three or more breeding bitches have revealed low infertility, unusually small litter size, or re-
duced sexual aggression in their bloodlines.  New breeders think it is just “the breed.”  While it is true that some 
breeds are structurally relegated to C-sections, our research has shown that caesareans may be bloodline related 
rather than due to breed anomalies such as head size. 
 
A tantalizing theory began to emerge, demanding more research.  While statistics are scanty, indications are that 
show dogs have smaller litters than mixed breeds of similar size.  This was emphasized as several breeders observed 
that “farm dogs get pregnant every heat cycle” and most mentioned puppy mill bitches.  An email from Jeremy in 
Chicago complained about his top winning bitch having two “flakey seasons" in a row even though he said “every 
puppy mill in the country is having puppies” and “the mutt three doors down just had a litter of ten!" 
 
Obviously campaign stress can affect a bitch's reproductive cycle and fertility as in Jeremy’s case.  Some dogs ad-
just well to being on the road but changes in water, altitude, weather, and surroundings, plus the stress of being crat-
ed can bring on physical and psychological anomalies.  One handler expressed concern over the constant 
“vibration” and hum when he tried to sleep while his partner drove.  He described a top of the line rig but said even 
so, he was fatigued and “worn out” after a long drive.  Ditto that for the dogs who can't tell us what effects they en-
dure. 
 
Another well known owner handler said that her current bitch had regular seasons when they were spot showing her 
as a youngster but stated she hasn’t had a normal heat cycle since they began campaigning her.  She read some-
thing in TheDogPlace about bitches not ovulating when taken to the stud dog because they instinctively didn’t want 
to get pregnant in a strange place.  A quick Google search found The Mechanics Of Canine Reproduction[1]  gave 
credence to her theory. 
 
We heard from conscientious breeders who spare no expense in the care of their show and breeding stock.  A few 
suggested puppy mill bitches are more productive because they are not inbred but an inside source revealed that the 
opposite is true in smaller operations.  Is it because they DO NOT receive the same high level of care as our pam-
pered purebreds?  Is larger litter size the result of more frequent matings and higher conception rates in feral dogs? 
 These observations, first compiled in 2010, prompted discovery of Canine Infertility Disease[2]  Now, a year later, 
TheDogPlace.org has  greatly expanded that conclusion. 

 

“Street Dog” Fertility and Reproductive Health 
First, let's accept the premise that stray dogs and those in primitive societies around the world reproduce with alarm-
ing regularity and no veterinary intervention to encourage reproductive ability.  Despite what we’ve been led to be-
lieve, underfed and medically disadvantaged dogs maintain high fertility rates, whelp and rear normal litters with 
comparatively few problems. 
 

Cont’d. 
 

http://thedogplace.org/
http://thedogplace.org/
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SHOW DOG FERTILITY, cont’d. 

 

From the inner-city slums to Aboriginal villages around the world, rare is the intact female that manages to pass 
through a season without getting pregnant. That fact begs the question; “what is wrong with our carefully bred and 
meticulously cared-for ‘show dogs’"?  That led us to “What is the common denominator between street dogs and 
puppy mill dogs?”  With no public statistics and no comparative fertility studies, we had to base conclusions on four 
factors (F1 > F4) which we know to be true.  

 

F1 Canine Reproduction & Nutrition 
Strays and village dogs eat whatever they can scavenge. Puppy mill dogs are fed whatever dry food can be pur-
chased in discount lots.  Factor #1 is simple.  As recently as five dog-lives ago, there were no premium foods.  Pet 
foods were simple, grain based products which owners supplemented with meat and table scraps.  The average fami-
ly pet ate a diet amazingly similar to that of scavenging strays and indigenous village dogs.  Large show kennels of 
the day used readily available meat and hormone-free dairy products.  In today's competitive pet food industry, even 
those companies which would prefer to use quality ingredients are forced to allocate a high % of the promotional 
budget to advertising, commissions, and out-marketing the grocery store brands. 
 
The additives, which often include unnecessary and potentially harmful herbs[3], chemicals, and latent hormones, 
were noted as a known contributor to low fertility, irregular heat cycles, and small litter size. 
 
F2- Advances in Veterinary Care 
Strays and puppy mill dogs receive minimal medical attention. No immunizations, heartworm preventives, antibiotics, 
etc. Undeniably factor #2 in the reproductive equation is the level of veterinary care provided by serious hobbyists. At 
the first sign of a sniffle, dogs go on antibiotics because vets acquiesce to a show breeder's demands to "do some-
thing."  For over two decades, "responsible" breeders have dutifully inundated our dogs with immunizations, antibi-
otics, supplements, herbal remedies, and questionable medications. 
 
This study would be meaningless had we skirted the ever-increasing list of diseases for which we medicate and vac-
cinate.  Has the risk of adversely impacting the dog’s reproductive ability and immune system been sensibly weighed 
against the value of preventing a rare disease?  The answer is simple; only if there is financial incentive to do so. 
 Rabies vaccine is vital to protect human health and puppy shots were gratefully welcomed but a scientific debate 
would have to weigh repeated boosters to protect against a remote possibility of adult infection against the certainty 
of impacting the canine health and reproductive system with extraneous vaccines.  The same is true of the many 
herbal, coat, and nutritional supplements with which we bombard our dogs. 
 
F3 - Artificial Breeding Pair Selection 
Last but far from least is the degree of managed matings which many geneticists would classify as inbreeding.  As 
dog breeders, we would disagree that inbreeding inherently reduces reproductive ability so long as breeders select 
for reproductive ability and mating vigor when choosing breeding partners.  Natural selection in the stray or indige-
nous canine population weeds out unthrifty or sexually weak animals.  Bitches that experience flakey seasons are 
unattractive to virile, sexually aggressive males.  We regularly upset nature’s balance as evidenced by the German 
Shepherd breeder with the submissive male.  The inescapable fact is that show breeders routinely compensate for 
dogs which, in the natural state, could never contribute to the gene pool. 
 
F4 - Artificial Insemination and Whelping 
We progressed from inserting fresh semen (from an inept stud dog or due to a fractious bitch) to the use of chilled or 
frozen semen.   The practice was embraced by show breeders who welcomed the convenience, thus reducing ex-
pense and risk in shipping a beloved bitch and/or transmitting infection to either sire of dam.  Clearly in using frozen 
semen we unknowingly perpetuate mating problems which will plague us in the next generation.  
 
A timid stud can be collected.  A reluctant bitch can be inseminated.  But left to their own devices, the two would be 
unlikely to mate and by helping, we are doubling up on bad reproductive genes!  Neither bitch nor stud owner know 
that they are complicit in compounding one of the worst genetic problems because neither of them know about the 
sexual dysfunction of the other dog.  

 

Think about it.  The semen of a sexually feeble dog in California can unknowingly be inseminated into an unbreedable 
bitch in New York. 
 
 

Cont’d. 
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SHOW DOG FERTILITY, cont’d. 

 

We plan to C-section a bitch because we love her and value her exceptional qualities or breed type.  In many breeds, 
the dam isn’t given a chance to deliver her litter.  While the resulting litter may be a huge asset to the breeder, even to 
the breed itself, we must analyze the overall benefit to the future of the domestic canine.  Could the litter have been 
created or would that breed survive without human intervention?  Are there any dogs of that breed which can and do 
reproduce naturally?  Outcross! 

 

Reproductive Study Summary 
Our researchers value the advances and life-saving veterinary sciences of canine reproduction but as breeders we 
could not conduct or conclude this study without being objective.  We are the experts so we are commanded to take 
a deep breath and realize there is a profound lesson to be learned in Survival Of The Fittest.  Whether in the Arctic 
tundra or the African savannah, nature allows only the strongest and most virile animals to reproduce. 

 

If we denied the evidence of nutrition, medicine, and human interference as the primary reasons for diminished repro-
ductive ability in today’s most elite canines, we would be short-sighted and therefore comprise the study. 
 
Speaking of which, we were at first amazed to find no existing study on comparative reproduction in show dogs vs. 
feral or stray dogs.  Then we arrived at an inescapable conclusion.  Citing diet and veterinary care as a primary factor 
for loss of reproductive vigor in the purebred dog indicts the industries involved.  Good business practice dictates an 
unwillingness to explore the impact of such products and services on the canine reproductive system.  
 
We then had to ask, would veterinary universities that count on research grants from those industries be willing to 
engage in the debate? 
 
The answers are “no” which explains why our independent researchers could find no published data on the cause of 
rising infertility in the well bred purebred.  We trust that you will find value in this study and select your next sire or 
dam on the basis of preserving the breed!  
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MEET OUR PRESIDENT … DAWN DANNER! 
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DAWN DANNER, cont’d. 
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DAWN DANNER, cont’d. 
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Myths About Feeding Dogs - Part 1 
By Lew Olson, PhD Natural Health 

 

In the next two issues, we will discuss and dispel some of the common myths about feeding dogs and proper nutrition. Many of these myths 
circulate on the Internet and they are frequently discussed among dog fanciers when the topic of canine nutrition is discussed. 
  

1)     Do not mix fresh food with kibble 
 'Do not mix fresh food with kibble' is a particular statement that is frequently seen frequently on message boards, email lists and Facebook. 
However, the truth is, dogs are quite capable of digesting multiple types of food at one time. It is important to understand that dogs are differ-
ent from humans when it comes to digestion.  When people digest food, it tends to spend a short time in the stomach and a much longer 
time in the intestinal tract. Dogs, however, have a much shorter and simpler digestive tract. Dogs are carnivores and therefore, their digestive 
system is designed to digest animal protein and fat. Food spends a longer time in the dog's stomach where powerful gastric juices break 
down the food. This helps to destroy bacteria, dissolve and break down bones, fur and skin. Kibble is fine to feed with animal protein and 
fats, however, it is suggested that raw meaty bones be fed separate from kibble. This is because raw meaty bones are heavier and therefore, 
may complete for gastric juices when the stomach churning forces both against the stomach wall at the same time.  

 
2)     High protein diets harm dogs 

 Dogs, as carnivores, require animal protein for many important health functions. Proteins help maintain healthy liver, heart and kidney func-
tion, keep the blood sugar level, and they provide the vital amino acids, which are not found in plant-based foods. Two important stages in a 
dog's life when high protein levels are essential are during puppyhood and the senior years. For puppies, protein is essential for proper 
growth and development. For our senior dogs, it is essential to help maintain healthy organs and to provide the needed nutrients as the dog 
ages. High protein does NOT cause renal problems! When renal issues develop, the level of phosphorus MAY have to be reduced, but this 
only becomes necessary with chronic renal issues.  
  

3)     Feed High Fiber Diets for Dogs to Lose Weight 
 Many diet dog foods that you see on the market reduce protein and fat and replace it with fiber such as rice hulls, grains, starchy vegetables 
or other plant fillers. Sometimes people will replace some of the food with green beans or other carbohydrates assuming this will cut calories, 
keep their dog full and satisfied, and reduce its appetite. However, these types of 'food replacements' leave a dog feeling unsatisfied and 
hungry. These dogs become hungrier because their body is craving the quality nutrition it needs. It is better to simply reduce the amount of 
food served. If you reduce the amount of food served, do not reduce the total amount by more than 10% to start. 
  
If you are feeding a fresh food diet and you want your dog to lose weight, I suggest using less fatty foods. You can do this by removing the 
skin from chicken, using leaner cuts of meat, and using 2% yogurt rather than whole milk yogurt. In dry dog food diets, I would use a HIGH-
ER protein diet OR replace some of the kibble by adding in some fresh lean animal protein. If you want your dog to lose weight, their diet 
must still provide them the proper nutrients needed to remain healthy and feel satiated after a meal, but they also need more exercise! Car-
bohydrates and fiber increase your dog's appetite and they are oftentimes MORE fattening than quality proteins and fats. Dogs need fat for 
energy and they need high quality protein to maintain good health. 
  

4)     Dogs Do Great on Vegan/Vegetarian Diets 
 Yeah? Well I don't think so! Dogs need animal protein to maintain healthy heart, liver and kidney function. Animal-based proteins contain the 
amino acids that are not found in plant-based proteins. The dog's digestive system is a simple one and it labors when it is fed a high-
carbohydrate diet overloaded with grains, starches and beans. This is because their digestive tract is short and simple. It simply cannot fer-
ment and digest these types of foods.  Additionally, dogs MUST get their iron requirements from animal-based foods. They have a poor abil-
ity, if any, to get their iron needs from supplements or plant-based foods. Animal protein is essential for your dog's organ health and to en-
sure your dog is healthy as it moves into its senior years. Remember, old age does NOT cause renal, heart or liver failure, but a poor diet 
can! There are numerous other reasons why canines should not be fed a vegetarian diet. 
  

5)     Raw Meat Will Cause Aggression 
 Occasionally I hear people say they would never feed a raw diet because it will create 'blood lust' and aggression in dogs. The interesting 
thing about feeding a raw diet is that is creates the exact opposite effect.  Dogs need animal-based proteins to the get the amino acids they 
need. These not only provide dogs the proper nutrition needed, they also provide a calming affect! 
  
Carbohydrate laden diets, such as grains, starches and fruit all convert to sugar. As the sugar levels raise and lower in the blood, it creates 
mood swings and can cause a lack of concentration. A diet that contains no carbohydrates or is very low in carbohydrates creates a more 
stable blood sugar level in the dog's system. High carbohydrate diets also create cravings for the protein that is necessary in their diet, which 
can cause anxiousness, odd cravings, the begging and stealing of food, and create destructive chewing behaviors on inappropriate things 
such as furniture, clothing, books and other household items. 
  
The best remedy for dogs that are hyperactive, have anxiety separation, destroy personal objects and are nervous, it is to feed a diet high in 
bioavailable fresh protein. This would include meat, whole milk yogurt, eggs and organ meat. Dogs will not only be more satisfied and 
'satiated', but it can also calm them and help stop their frantic searching and chewing of inappropriate objects! This will not happen overnight, 
however gradually you should begin to see a calmer temperament over a period of several weeks.  
  
  
Next issue we continue with Part II of "Myths About Feeding Dogs". 
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Hitting the bottle: the genetics of boom and bust  

By Carol Beuchat PhD 
 
Every breed has a history that has shaped the population of dogs we have today. For breeds recognized by kennel clubs, some number 
of animals were selected to be the founders of the "pure breed" and registered in a stud book. All subsequent members of the breed 
must be able to trace their lineage directly to these original dogs, and this is assured by the requirement that only dogs with registered 
parents can be registered themselves. The nice thing about this is that we should have very complete records of a breed's history that 
can be used to understand how a breed has changed genetically over time. (In fact, there are surprisingly few complete pedigree data-
bases that are publicly available, much to the detriment of effective management of the  breed. A topic for another day...) 
 
One of the first things we do at the Institute of Canine Biology as part of the genetic analysis of a breed is look at how the population 
has changed over time. (You can see several of these ongoing analyses under "Breed Projects" on the ICB website.) They are always 
very revealing and often there are some real surprises. 
These are data (see graph below) for the number of Afghan Hounds born per year from the early 1920's to the present day from ICB's 
analysis of the breed's pedigree database. In the early years, a few hundred dogs were registered per year, with occasional increases 
and decreases in popularity through the 1950s. In 1957, an Afghan Hound, Ch Shirkhan of Grandeur, won best in show at Westminster, 
and - coincidence or otherwise - the popularity of the breed exploded. In 1960, there were about 1,000 registrations per year, in 1970 it 
had risen to 5,500/yr, and in 1975 it was close to 12,000/yr.  Registrations didn't double, or even triple, in those 15 years -they in-
creased by twelve-fold. 
 
Then, even more rapidly than they increased, Afghan registrations dropped, to about 5,000/yr by 1980 and half that by 1990.  Over a 
period of just 30 years, the breed experienced a boom and bust of truly epic proportions. 

 
The domestic Afghan was never bred to be a working dog. It was a lovely bauble, prized for its beauty and noble demeanor. So when 
the population exploded, it was no doubt the "best" dogs that did most of the breeding, rather than a representative cross-section of the 
dogs in the gene pool at that time. And when the population crashed, it probably wasn't with the foresight of assuring that breadth of the 
gene pool be preserved. 
 
You've probably heard about founder effects, popular sires, and bottlenecks. A few popular dogs become overrepresented on the in-
crease, and less popular lines die out on the downslide.  These dramatic swings in the size of a population can wreak havoc on genet-
ics. 
 
When a population grows by balancing the contributions of all of the dogs to the next generation, the frequency of alleles in the gene 
pool stays about the same as it grows. But if there is selection on a particular feature, or a popular sire, the genetic balance of the gene 
pool will shift, with the frequencies of some alleles increasing while other alleles become rare or are lost entirely. The nature of the gene 
pool of the population at the peak of its growth can be dramatically different than it was before the surge in popularity. 
 
 
Cont’d. 

http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/blog/hitting-the-bottle-the-genetics-of-boom-and-bust
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/afghan-hound.html
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Hitting the bottle: the genetics of boom and bust, Cont’d. 

 
From the height of the Afghan hound's popularity, breeding dropped dramatically. Only a fraction of the available dogs were bred, so 
the genes of some dogs were carried on but many were not. It's as if you reached into a large bowl of Jelly Bellies, selected 8 at ran-
dom, and replicated just those to create a new bowl of candy. Chances are that new bowl is missing a lot of the great flavors in the 
original mix, so the population of beans in the new bowl will look very different from the one it was sampled from. 

 
Lest you think that the history of the Afghan Hound is unusual, there are plenty of other examples of breeds that have very similar his-
tories. The Standard Poodle also has an interesting story. From its early history in the late 1800's, it gradually increased in popularity 
until the start of WWI, when the population dropped by about 70% (from the ICB Poodle analysis). After the war there was a resur-
gence of popularity until WWII when once again there was a decrease in breeding. After that, however, things really picked up and the 
number of dogs produced per year quadrupled in the three decades between the mid-1940s to the 1970s. That's a pretty impressive 
increase in popularity as you can see in this graph, but it pales in comparison to the explosion in growth that followed. 
This is a bottleneck as the population crashes, followed by the founder effect as the population subsequently carries on from that sub-
sample of its original gene pool. This is what happened in Afghans. There is clear evidence that the changes in population size of the 
breed were unbalanced genetically. Over the history of the breed, only about 25% of the dogs were bred (19% of males and 32% of 
females), which is typical of many breeds. This is like a little hole in the bottom of a bucket; you're slowly losing water, but not so fast 
that you can't ignore it if you're busy with other things. But for Afghans, the hole is getting bigger; for the period 2005-2013, 12,000 
dogs were recorded in our pedigree database, but only 1,200 have produced offspring. That's barely 10% of the population. With every 
passing generation, the breed's genetic pantry - in fact, its heritage - is slipping away. A full 90% of the dogs being bred will pass noth-
ing on to the next generation. (Note that we don't have a "complete" database for this and many other breeds. In the absence of coop-
eration from Kennel Clubs in making their registration records freely available, breeders have taken on the onerous task of construct-
ing databases by hand, and complete or not these are what we have to work with.) 
 
One thing that's important to remember is that the larger the swings in population size, and the faster they occur, the more dramatic 
the consequences can be for the gene pool. A gradual increase in population size is more likely to include a broader mix of animals, 
and likewise for a slower decline. Explosive growth and rapid crashes can change the composition of the gene pool dramatically. 
 
 
Cont’d. 

http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/blog/hitting-the-bottle-the-genetics-of-boom-and-bust
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/poodle-population-genetic-analysis.html
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/afghan-hound.html
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Hitting the bottle: the genetics of boom and bust, Cont’d. 

 
The axes on the graph below are difficult to read so I've labeled some strategic points for you. First, the spot marked "1970", is the 
rightmost end of the axis on the graph above - that is, the graph above of the dramatic population explosion before 1970 is just a few 
little bumps in the same years of the graph below. Beginning in about 1970, the number of poodles produced went from about 1,000/yr 
to 8,000/yr only 35 years later in 2005. Just as in Afghans, however, the peak in Poodle popularity might now be waning, as registra-
tions appear to be dropping dramatically in the last 10 years. This might reflect incomplete data in the most recent years, and time will 
tell. But if this drop in popularity is real, we know there will be repercussions for the gene pool. The danger of losing less common lines 
as the population contracts is very real. 

 
Those familiar with Poodles know that tucked into the pages of the breed's history is a bottleneck caused by the sensational Wycliffe 
poodles of the late 1950s and 1960s. (Armstrong gives an excellent summary of the impact of this period on the genetics of the breed 
in a collection of papers here.) The impact of these dogs on the breed is so huge that nearly every poodle in the world has a pedigree 
that goes back to those dogs. The effect on today's dogs is obvious. One of the famous dogs of this era, Annsown Gay Knight of Arhill, 
is indicated by the arrow in the pedigree below of a contemporary dog, and all of his subsequent descendants are in red. Half of the 
breed - the dogs that should have been populating the left side of this chart - just slipped out of the gene pool and disappeared as 
breeders rushed to the Wycliffe lines. The unfortunate consequence is predictable; much genetic diversity was lost and the average 
level of inbreeding is relatively high, and the breed now suffers increasingly from genetic disorders and especially autoimmune diseas-
es. Poodle breeders contemplating a potential breeding not only compute the coefficient of inbreeding, but also "% Wycliffe", as they 
try to reduce the predominance of these dogs and their descendants in their puppies. Ongoing DNA studies at UC Davis are are es-
tablishing the patterns of genetic structure in the breed, including the DLA haplotypes (the genes of the immune system), so that 
breeders can take advantage of the existing genetic diversity in the breed to reduce the level of inbreeding and improve the heterozy-
gosity of genes in the immune system. The breed's large population size and global distribution make constructing its genetic land-
scape difficult, but they also make it more likely that pockets of genetic diversity do exist that can be used strategically by breeders to 
improve the genetic health of the breed. If the popularity of the breed is falling as suggested by the available data, these efforts could 
not be more timely  

Cont’d. 

http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/blog/hitting-the-bottle-the-genetics-of-boom-and-bust
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/wycliffe--black-std-poodles.html
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Hitting the bottle: the genetics of boom and bust, Cont’d. 

 

 
Pedigree chart of a contemporary poodle, which is the single box at the top. The base of the pedigree is at the bottom. Annsown Gay Knight of Arhill is 

indicated by the arrow and all of his descendants are colored in red.  
 

If we dig into their histories, we would find that many dog breeds have surges in popularity like the ones we've seen in Afghans and 
Standard Poodles. Changes in hunting styles that resulted from improvements in guns fueled surging populations of retrievers who 
could fetch birds shot on the wing. Overland fox hunting on horseback as (mostly) sport required large packs of hounds of various 
shapes and sizes. Development of rocky farmlands in the British Isles produced an array of terrier breeds suited to digging out vermin 
in the cairns, and larger terriers were developed to dispatch the badger and fox. Military dogs to assist in the tasks of war popularized 
the Doberman and German Shepherd. Popular culture transformed 121 Dalmatians the movie into a lovefest that put Dalmatians in 
thousands of homes in suburban America, far from the nearest horse-drawn fire wagon. Similarly, Lassie transformed a working breed 
into every boy's companion. The popularity of Mexican food and Chihuahuas rose together in the southwest US, thanks to a certain 
fast-food chain, and a fascination with wrinkles made the Shar Pei the unlikely cover shot on hundreds of gift cards and calendars.  
 
For these and many other breeds, explosive surges in population size are usually followed sooner or later by a fall that can be equally 
dramatic, and the gene pool we're left with isn't the same as the one we started with. The dogs might look the same, because we have 
been carefully selecting for the genes for type, but the reservoir of genes that run the rest of the dog - physiology, immune system, or-
gan function, temperament - can be only a tiny subset of what we had before. Today's breeders, trying to use the husbandry methods 
handed down from generations of dog breeders, find themselves in genetic cul-de-sacs from which there seems to be no escape, or 
engaged in a game of genetic whack-a-mole, defeating one nasty recessive mutation only to have another pop up in what was thought 
to be a "healthy" line. 
 
For most breeds, It's not your grandpa's gene pool any more. Like the cheetah and Przewalski's horse, the populations might appear 
robust and healthy, but because of their history, the genetics that support them are precarious. Protecting these breeds will require 
more vigilance now, and more cooperation among the breeders who have a collective desire and responsibility to protect the genetic 
heritage of our breeds. At the very least, we should be monitoring breed populations in the same way that we keep an eye on the gray 
whale and Mountain Gorilla. We should be able to identify in real time impending bottlenecks developing from popular sires, genetic 
lines in danger of extinction, dangerous levels of inbreeding, the emergence of new genetic disorders long before they are epidemic, 
and the booms and busts that can drive the genetics of a breed in an unwanted directions. 
 
Think about the history of your own breed, and how your genetic landscape has changed over the generations. Assess what you have 
today, the problems that need to be tackled, and the path breeders need to take in the future to protect and improve on what we have. 
Collective efforts can be very powerful, and the payoff will come in securing the genetic resources of the breed for the future. 

http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/blog/hitting-the-bottle-the-genetics-of-boom-and-bust
http://nationalzoo.si.edu/SCBI/EndangeredSpecies/Cheetah/
http://wwf.panda.org/about_our_earth/teacher_resources/best_place_species/back_from_the_brink/takhi.cfm
http://www.worldwildlife.org/species/gray-whale
http://www.worldwildlife.org/species/mountain-gorilla
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/the-pox-of-popular-sires.html
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/what-population-genetics-can-tell-us-about-a-breed.html
http://www.worldwildlife.org/species/gray-whale
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/what-population-genetics-can-tell-us-about-a-breed.html
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/blog/the-costs-and-benefits-of-inbreeding
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/what-population-genetics-can-tell-us-about-a-breed.html
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/blog/the-costs-and-benefits-of-inbreeding
http://www.instituteofcaninebiology.org/finding-the-genes-without-dna.html
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Date:  Sunday  June 14, 2015 

Time:  By Appointment 

Location: Animal Care Group, 3996 Douglas Way, Lake Oswego, OR 97035 (503-246-9689) 

Cardiologist:         Dr. Gary Wood 

  

  

Cost: $245.00 per dog payable to MHDPC 

 Package includes heart ultrasound plus review of current holter report. 
 (holter report is required, current defined as within the last 3 months) 
  
 Bloodwork — $110.00 per dog payable to AAMC 
  
 ProBNP Test — Price To Be Determined Yet.  No Appointment Needed for ProBNP Test. 
  
  
How do I make an appointment?:  To make an appointment, please fill out the following information and return to chairman with 
your full payment by check payable to MHDPC.  No appointments will be scheduled/held without completed form and full pay-
ment. Checks will not be deposited until the day of the clinic and are non refundable after 5/31/15 in the event of your cancellation.  We 

appreciate your understanding regarding this matter. Appointments are limited to 20 dogs per event and are scheduled according to date of receipt. 

  

Name:_________________________________________________________________ 

  

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

  

Phone:__________________________________________ 

  

Number of Dogs to be tested:_____________ 

  

Your Appointment preference: AM/PM  (Circle one )  preferred time:___________ 

  

We ask that you arrive 20 minutes ahead of your assigned appointment time. 

Chairman will call and set up your appointment about 1 wk before event. 

Health Clinic Chairman: 

Dawn D Danner 

12805 SW Barberry Drive 
Beaverton, OR  97008 

Cell 503-799-9461  

MHDPC BI-ANNUAL HEALTH DAY 
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Mt. Hood DPC has a Holter Monitor that is available to MHDPC members only for member’s own dogs. 

 

What is a Holter Monitor? A Holter monitor is a mobile EKG machine that reports a continual EKG for 
24 hours. The Holter records its results on a tape which is sent off to a service (Alba Medical for $30.00) 
who converts the information to a report. The report can be emailed to you and printed out. Dr. Gary 
Wood is available to read that report for $50. It can be emailed or faxed to him or you can bring it to the 
health day clinic. 

The test is easy, painless and inexpensive. MHDPC is very lucky to have it available to us. 

Our own Licensed Veterinary Technician is available to hook up and remove the monitor and vest. 

Owner should plan to holter their dog when they are 
available to monitor the dog for a full 24 hours. 

Holter tape kit:  $5 

Holter report by Alba:  $30 

Dr. Wood to review report:  $50 

 

 

Recommendations: It is recommended that all Dober-
mans over the age of two have annual holter testing. 
Early detection of premature ventricular beats can ADD 
YEARS to the life of YOUR DOG. Finding this disease in 
its earliest forms is the key here. The dog’s birthday 
month works well by reminding the owner to do it each year. A  clear holter report one year does not re-
lease the owner from future testings. These reports can and do change. With Doberman heart disease 
we need to test annually. 

 

 

 

Contact Dawn Danner, @ sunsetdobe@aol.com, for holter availability   

 Results are confidential and provided to owner only. 
 

 

 

IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF OUR DOBERMANS BY PREVENTION AND EARLY DETECTION 

Rio, Dylan & Zena are shown sporting the 
MHDPC holters and vests! 
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The MHDPC Holter is available for rent to club members for $60.00 per 24 hr study.  
This includes a holter report emailed back to the owner. 
  
The MHDPC Holter is for use on Dobermans that are owned/co-owned by a MHPDC member 
and who live with said member during entire use of the unit. 
  
The MHDPC Holter is available by appointment on a first come first serve basis. 
  
Members are responsible for any/all damage to unit/vest during rental period.  This  includes 
the entire time it is checked out into your care.  Replacement cost for digital unit is $1500.00 
and the vest  is $130.00 
  
Holter vests are to be returned washed/de-haired and ready for use by the next member. Wash 
vest on delicate/cold water, line dry.       
  
Members are responsible for pickup and return of unit to the Holter Chairman.  The unit can 
change hands between club members for return of unit to Chairman, however, the renter re-
mains responsible for any damages.  
  
Units can only be checked out from the Chairman and can not change hands for use by multi-
ple members. 
  
The unit is to be used promptly and returned to the Chairman within 1 week of 
pickup/shipment 
  
Unit can be shipped to a member and back to Chairman as needed.  Renter pays all shipping 
charges and must insure unit for total replacement cost.   
  
Hook-ups are done at Aloha Animal Medical Center by appointment with the Chairman during 
non-scheduled work hours. Please contact the Chairman via email for hook-up.   Availability 
may be limited, scheduling in advance is recommended.   
  
The busiest time for Holter useage is two months prior to MHDPC's health days in JUNE and 
DECEMBER.  
  
Normal turn around time for Holter reports, from hook-up to report, is 2-4 days. 
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MHDPC MEMBERSHIP LIST 

2015 MHDPC OFFICERS & BOARD 
President  -  Dawn Danner   *   Vice-President  -  Joan Johnson 

Secretary  -  Donna Kemp   *   Treasurer  -  Ellen Hanley  
Vivienne Boogaard  *  Deneen Hayward   *  Paula Ratoza 

Nancy Thorson  *  Linda Zaeske 

Boogaard, Vivienne - Board 38525 SW Gnos Rd. Cornelius, OR 97113 503-992-2466 Vivienne00yahoo.com

Bruning, Annmarie E. 10214 SE Knight St. Portland, OR 97266 503-775-1687 Annmarie-Bruning@ hoffmancorp.com

Carney-Johnson, Lisa - Associate 17610 SE Sunnyside Rd. Damascus, OR 97089 503-658-5737 dobermomlj@aol.com

Condon, Kathie 13207 NE Fremont St. Portland, OR 97230 503-349-3974 CLGDobermans@gmail.com

Danner, Daw n - President 12805 SW Barberry Dr. Beaverton, OR 97005 503-626-6124 Sunsetdobe@aol.com

Dellorto, Mike - Associate 6716B California Ave. SW Seattle, WA 98136 206-932-3592 mikeyd.voodoo@att.net

Dunning, Jew ell “Terri” 6909 NE 252nd Way Battle Ground, WA 98604 360-723-5374 terridunning@alaska.net

Ferado, Ricardo & Julianne P.O. Box 58455 Renton, WA 98058-1455 425-226-4810 feradobes@gmail.com

French, Craig & Eleanor 16735 Butteville Road NE Woodburn, OR 97071 503-982-3513 dobierockets@Q.com

Fulkerson, C.T. & Sharon 85015 Appletree Dr. Eugene, OR 97405 541-484-7350 TimeMachineCTF@aol.com

Hanley, Bob & Ellen - Treasurer 33186 S. Needy Rd.-DPCA Rep Woodburn, OR 97071 503-266-4486 ellenpoppy@aol.com

Hastings, Pat 17195 SW Division Aloha, OR 97007 503-642-3585 pat@dogfolk.com

Hayw ard, Deneen - Board 20414 NE 185th Street Brush Prairie, WA 98606 503-781-0527 luvzdobermans@gmail.com

Hodges, Linda 38830 Hw y 58 Dexter, OR 97403 541-554-3310 llhodges46@gmail.com

Hoffner, Deb 8000 NE 96th Street Vancouver, WA 98662 360-513-9303 debbtvgirl@yahoo.com

Hopper, Elaine - Associate 16220 122nd Ave SE Renton, WA 98058 425-228-7070 starlaineK9@msn.com

Johnson, Joan - VP 21973 S. Larkspur Ave. Oregon City, OR 97045 503-632-4679 jj1dobe@earthlink.net   

Johnson, Lamar & Nancy  5790 SW Cranberry Ct. Beaverton, OR 97007 503-641-3891 lamarjohnson@comcast.net

Kemp, Donna - Secretary 1197 Glazemeadow  St. N. Keizer, OR 97303-7814 503-931-0452 justdonnas@comcast.net

Koren, Andrew  & Kathy 9308 NE 111th Avenue Vancouver, WA 98662 360-896-2175 akoren01@centurylink.net

Langlois, Karen 134 Daves View  Drive Kalama, WA 98625 503-707-5418 kdlang12@hotmail.com

Lyter, Scott & Susan - Associates 3610 Rogue River Hw y Grants Pass, OR 97527 541-472-0909 rogueriverdobermans@ccountry.com

Machuca, Martha 10760 NW Helvetia Road Hillsboro, OR 97124 503-970-4371 jubileefarm1@yahoo.com

McLennan, Corey, Charter Member 23624 Woodw ay Park Rd. Edmonds, WA 98020 206-542-4485 FlyingM@MSN.com                                         

Miller, Ken & Sue - Associates 3950 Edens Edge Dr. Lake Osw ego, OR 97034 503-638-9175 KDMill@aol.com

Petersen, Debbie P.O. Box 365 Dexter, OR 97431 541-228-4968 debpet13@gmail.com

Phillips, Jody - Associate 10514 E. Valleyw ay Spokane Valley, WA 99206 509-893-3554 jody.phillips@comcast.net

Phillips, Nancy E. - Associate P.O. Box 81101 Seattle, WA 206-763-6237 shereldog@aol.com

Police, Donna 14295 S. Firethorn Ct. Oregon City, OR 97045 503-957-2235 DP4K9@aol.com

Rapisardo, Claudia -  Associate 902 Fow ler Street Raymond, WA 98577 360-942-5075 rapisardo@msn.com

Rasmussen, Kathryn 14089 DSW Fanno Creek Tigard, OR 97224 360-601-7729 Smith.kathryne@gmail.com

Ratoza, Paula - Board 3544 NE 120th Ave. Portland, OR 97220 503-256-2540 feathersandfur2000@yahoo.com

Ratoza, Toni 3544 NE 120th Ave. Portland, OR 97220 503-256-2540 feathersandfur2000@yahoo.com

Ray, Ken  P.O. Box 464 Clackamas, OR 97015 503-698-5003 consultken@frontier.com

Ritchey, Teresa P.O. Box 1005 Mulino, OR 97042 503-829-4911 specialtcarriage@molalla.net

Russell, Ruth “Bug” - Associate 6837 SE Ramona St. Portland, OR 97206 503-289-8952 dobebug@juno.com

Shorr, Hal 30845 SW Lukas Rd. Hillsboro, OR 97123 503-628-3091 halshorr@comcast.net

Shorr, Naomi, Charter Member 30845 SW Lukas Rd. Hillsboro, OR 97123 503-628-3091 naomishorr@comcast.net

Sternberg, Debi  P.O. Box 464 Clackamas, OR 97015 503-698-5003 dobedebi@frontier.com

Strader, Ann T. 663 NE Jackson Street Hillsboro, OR 97124 503-747-6677 ats_aerie@yahoo.com

Taylor, Laura & Mick - Associates 50624 Hillcrest Drive Scappoose, OR 97056 503-987-1253 Taylor4905@comcast.net

Thorson, Nancy - Board P.O. Box 1180 Oregon City, OR 97045 503-631-4474 w indrose@ccgmail.net

Vetorino, Gail P.O. Box 80591 Portland, OR 97280 503-432-1521 gailv@teleport.com

Walz, James T. & Marilyn - Associates 16923 Greentree Ave. Lake Osw ego, OR 97034 503-636-3975 w alzacker@earthlink.net

Zaeske, Linda - Board 134 Daves View  Drive Kalama, WA 98625 503-313-3796 turbodobes@gmail.com



Linda Zaeske, 
MHDPC Newsletter Editor 
turbodobes@gmail.com 


